[image: image1.png]OF AUSTRALTIA





PRESIDENT

Dr Igor Lavrin

VICE PRESIDENT

Robert Utter

SECRETARY

Kerrie Burzacott

TREASURER

Robert Larkin

COUNCILLORS

Ben Gray, Patrick O’Brien, Stephen McLeish, Stephen Spring,

Huy Truong, Peter Wetenhall, Mary Wooldridge

CLUB ADMINISTRATOR

Clive Gard

Tel:  (02)  9449 5239

Fax:  (02)  9144 6699

Email:  administrator@havard.org.au
CLUB ADDRESS

39 Emerald Street

SOUTH MELBOURNE  VIC  3205

WEBSITE

www.harvard.org.au
Notice of Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Harvard Club of Australia – Victoria will be held on Wednesday 24 March 2004 at The Melbourne Club, 36 Collins Street Melbourne commencing at 7.00pm.

Agenda

1. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous AGM held on Monday 14 April 2003 can be found on page 3 of this report.

2. President’s Report

The President’s Report can be found on page 4 of this report.

3. Approval of Financial Statements

Copies of the audited financial statements can be found on page 6 of this report..

4. Election of Executive Office Bearers

5. Election of Councillors

Anyone wishing to nominate for the council is requested to notify the Club Secretary by 23 March 2004.

Ms Kerrie Burzacott

Club Secretary

39 Emerald Street, South Melbourne 3205

Email:  kburzaco@bigpond.net.au
6. General Business

By order of the Council

Kerrie Burzacott

Secretary

Minutes of Annual General Meeting – 14 April 2003

Almost 80 people attended the AGM, which was held at the Australian Club.

1. Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes of the 2002 Annual General Meeting held Raheen on 21 March 2002 were confirmed.

2. President’s Report

President Patrick O’Brien, reported on another very successful year for the Club.  With fundraising during the year reaching almost $45,000, the Club was now awarding two $11,000 Fellowships each year.

Patrick noted the ongoing growth in the level of member participation in the Club and its activities with “sell out” attendances at most events held during the year.  The highlight was without a doubt, the Black Tie Ball at the Melbourne Town Hall featuring Harvard’s pre-eminent a capella group the Krokodiloes.  This event alone raised almost $18,000 for the Fellowship.

In closing his report and his term as President, Patrick conveyed his gratitude to all the Councillors who had served the Club over the last 12 months, in particular James Carnegie, Brigitte Smith and Dana Rowan who were departing Council.  He also thanked HCA and specifically Clive Gard for his assistance with administration.

3. Approval of Financial Statements

The audited financial statements for the 12 months ending 31 December 2002 were accepted. 

4. Election of Auditors

Mr David Balcombe, Senior Partner of Ernst & Young was thanked for his contribution over the last year and re-appointed as the honorary auditor of the Club.

5. Election of Executive Office Bearers

As all of the Office Bearers had served for two years they were not eligible for re-election.  

New Office Bearers were elected as follows:  Dr Igor Lavrin (President), Robert Utter (Vice President) and Kerrie Burzacott (Secretary).  In the absence of any nominations for the position of Treasurer, Robert Larkin was re-elected to the position for another term.

6. Election of Councillors

Ben Grey, Patrick O’Brien, Stephen McLeish, Stephen Spring, Huy Truong, Peter Wetenhall and Mary Wooldridge were elected to Council.

7. General Business

Bill Cowan, President of the Club’s Non Profit Fellowship, provided an update regarding funding of the program.  He thanked those members and other sponsors for their support and encouraged others to become involved.

President’s Report for 2003

I am delighted to report to you the activities of the Harvard Club of Australia (Victoria) for the year 2003.  We have had a packed year due to the superb energy of the Club Executive and Council.

Functions and Events

The last year has seen a diverse array of functions and speakers.  We aim to bring together club members to continue their learning after they have left Harvard as well as to enjoy the company of fellow Harvard alumni.

The 2003 programme included:

March:
Sustainability in Australia – Cocktails, Ms Tricia Caswell, Docklands

April:
Annual General Meeting and Dinner, Mr Charles Allen, Australian Club

May:
Winning Organisations Panel Discussion and Cocktails, Mr Graeme Cocks and Mr Graham Hubbard, Mt Eliza Business School

June:
An Evening with the Kroks, Queens Hall, Parliament House

September:
Non-Profit Fellowship Cocktails and Dinner, Macquarie Bank

September:
Leaders Lunch, Mr David Hopper, US Consul-General, Ernst & Young

October:
Board Effectiveness, Mr Colin Carter, Boston Consulting Group

November:
Leaders Cocktails, Professor Allen Fels, Boston Consulting Group

As the Club is totally a voluntary organisation, we rely entirely on Councillors and friends of the Club to organise these events.  I would like to express my sincere thanks to each Councillor and his or her helpers who have worked extremely hard on each event to ensure it is a success.

The 2004 programme is now coming together with a number of events already scheduled:

January:
Biotech Case Study and Cocktails, Professor Jonathan West, Telstra Theatrette

March:
Annual General Meeting and Dinner, Professor Geoffrey Blainey, Melbourne Club

May:
Violin Recital and Cocktails, Professor Charles Castleman, Trinity College, University of Melbourne

July:
An Evening with the Kroks, Australian Club

Non-Profit Fellowships

When the Non-Profit Fellowship was instituted by the Club three years ago, the focus of the Club changed from only providing social and networking opportunities to Alumni, to broadening our mission to using those events to assist the Victorian Non-Profit Sector and thereby the wider community.  All events which are held by the Club, aim to provide funds to support two Leaders in the disability sector to attend the Strategic Perspectives in Non-Profit Management programme at the Harvard Business School.  It is through the donation of venues, catering and mailing that the Club has ensured that we continue to support these Non-Profit Fellowships.  The Club is therefore grateful for the support from Macquarie Bank, Ernst & Young, Boston Consulting Group and all the speakers who gave freely of their time and effort.  A Silent Auction was also held at the Kroks event for which we thank Mr Barry Novy for his assistance.

Mr Bill Cowan has continued to admirably Chair this important initiative.  Bill has had the vision and drive to improve the Fellowship as well as to raise funds both through corporate sponsorship and private donations.  Members and friends of the Club have now become donors with pledges for future years.  Bill has been assisted by Ms Mary Wooldridge and Mr Huy Troung, who have also worked tirelessly to ensure continued success for the Non-Profit Fellowships.  I would like to remind members that the Club has a Charities Aid Foundation account to which donations for the Non-Profit Fellowships are made ensuring 100% tax deductibility.

In 2003, Fellowships were awarded to Mr Roland Naufal, CEO of Villa Maria and Ms Lynette Moore, Executive Director of Alzheimer’s Australia, Victoria.  They both exemplify the superb quality of our applicants and the Club is proud to have named them our 2003 Fellows.  As is customary in the past, they have been invited to become Honorary Members of the Club.

Constitutional Reform

Over the last few years, the HCAV constitution has been examined to ensure the Club is up-to-date with laws and government policy, and in particular insurance and liability.  It has therefore become increasingly important for the Club to incorporate.  Mr Patrick O’Brien worked hard on this issue in his last year as President and has continued to participate to ensure constitutional reform is instituted. Mr Stephen McLeish has provided important constitutional legal advice and has redrafted the whole constitution.  Finally Mr Robert Utter has provided excellent consultation on this matter. I do hope the membership sees the merit in these changes.

The Team

The Council has worked harmoniously with a great commitment to the success of the Club and its mission.  I would again like to thank each Councillor for his or her contribution.  Ms Kerrie Burzacott has been an excellent support as Secretary, as has Mr Robert Utter as Vice-President.  Mr Robert Larkin has worked extremely hard as Treasurer for the last three years.  As he is stepping down from this role, we thank him again for his diligence and commitment.  I would like to thank Mr Patrick O’Brien, Past President for all his advice and help, and Macquarie Bank for hosting our Council meetings.  As Mr Stephen Spring is retiring, we thank him for his contribution over the last year.  We are indebted to Mr David Balcombe for again acting as the Club’s Honorary Auditor.

The Harvard Club of Australia (Victoria) has a close relationship with the Harvard Club of Australia in Sydney. Mr Clive Gard does a superb job as Club administrator for both Clubs.  The Council is extremely grateful for his time and assistance dealing with HCAV matters.  We also thank Ms Melinda Muth, President of HCA for her co-operation and support.

I look forward to working with the Council in 2004 to ensure we build on the foundations of the Club, which is already such a great part of our lives in Victoria.  We hope to bring you a host of quality functions and continue to make a difference to the disability sector in Victoria through the Non-Profit Fellowships.

Sincerely

Dr Igor G. Lavrin

President, Harvard Club of Australia - Victoria
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